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The Educational Theatre Association’s annual Democracyworks essay 
competition has traditionally asked students to respond to a prompt or 
question about how theatre education has impacted their lives. With this 
year’s competition, we are transitioning to a new model that asks students 
not about how theatre education has made a difference in their lives, but 
what they have done to make a difference in theatre education in their 
school, district, or state. This year’s prompt also showcases EdTA’s 
increased emphasis on its Student Advocacy Works (SAW) program, 
which promotes greater student awareness and engagement in Thespian 
advocacy on behalf of theatre and other arts education. Here is our prompt:     

 
Tell us your SAW story: What advocacy have you done or do you plan to do in the near future on behalf of 
theatre or other arts education in your school, district, or state and how did it or will it make a difference?  
 
Eligibility: Any inducted members of the International Thespian Society (by February 14, 2014) who 
are enrolled in middle or high school during the 2013-14 school year may submit an essay. Important: If 
your essay is selected you must be available to attend Arts Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C. March 
24-25.  EdTA will pay $1,500 towards the cost of travel and attendance for the winner and a chaperone. 
The winner is responsible for any remaining costs of attendance. The winner will also receive a $250 
cash prize; the first runner-up will be awarded $150; the second runner-up, $100. Previous winners are 
not eligible. 
 
Essay guidelines: Students should consider writing about specific activities they  have done or are 
planning on doing to support and/or expand understanding of theatre's education's value and access to it. 
Examples are presentations before school boards, meetings with legislators or community leaders, and 
specific requests for theatre or other arts education program funding, staffing, materials, and scheduling. 
 
Submission procedures: All essays must be between 500-700 words, based on the prompt, and 
submitted electronically to essay@schooltheatre.org. Essays should be double-spaced, in 12-point type, 
using Word software (or a comparable word-processing program). On the top left side of the first page, 
include the following information: your name, full mailing address, telephone number, email address, 
your Thespian troupe number, the name of your school, the name and telephone number of your troupe 
director, and the words “Thespian Democracyworks Essay.” All participants will receive an auto-reply 
confirming receipt of their essay. Semi-finalists will be contacted by email after the essay review 
process is completed, around February 28. The winner and runners-up will be announced by March 3. 
 
Deadline: Essays must be received via email by February 14, 2014. 
 
Rights: Your essay is protected by copyright from the moment it is created. By submitting to the 
Educational Theatre Association, you are agreeing to allow EdTA to publish your essay in print and 
online. 
 


